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THE NEW YORK TIMES,

o By Fouad Ajami

I © We should see the military strike

against Libya for what it Is: a re-

. prisal for a specific act of terror, and

i . an invitation to the Libyan ruler to re-

T think his ways. We should also refrain
' . from expecting great results,

with no alternative to yet another dos-

is that the terror will continue — and
. tcontinue to test the patlence of an

,n +and its distance from the feuds and
» ' passions of the Middle East,

i Y In hindsight, the military reprisal

. had cornered ltself. The bomb
i - ; Planted in the discothdque In West
' Berlin provided a *smoking gun.”

! With the evidence in hand, American
.- Officials waited for the Europeans, or
for Muammar el-Qaddafi himself, to
let them off the hook. A stern set of
European economic and diplomatic
sanctions  would have forestailed
American military action. So would
+ have some indication from Mr, Qad-
, dafi that he was willing to relent and
" change his ways. But when both

hopes failed to materialize, the Rea-
' gan men had to make good on thelr

rhetoric.

© The irony has been evident for

i some time now: Under an Adminis-

! tration that vowed toughness against
. i terrurism, a record number of Amer.

1 fcans have been victims of attacks. A

! -'{ new wave of terror, begun in the af
termath of the war in Lebanon in 1982,
clatmed America and Americans as
ita principal targets. The. promise of
the war of 1942 was that it would bring
terror to un end. But Americans lived
-1 toseeatime of frenzied terror, Amer-
ica treated the place in a rough way,
and it struck back.

Whether Americans liked it or not,
the shadow of their power lay over the
region. And for a while, in the after-
math of the 1982 war, the United
States acted as though it had a design
for the reggion. America seemed out to
. reorder Middle Eastern political life,
* impose a new political order In Leba.
‘ non, come up with some formula of

sorts for the Palestinlans, tip the
... scales in favor of pro-Western forces

" to its liking against an aggrieved
nativist-Islamic movement. But
America did not have enough power
P ; toprevail. What political and cultural
l - presence it had in the region was
! enough to call forth a formidable as-
; +sortment of enemies — Mr. Qaddafi,
i
i

rejectionist Palestinians, radical Shi-
ites, the Syrian regime, and, further
east, the pied piper of the embittered
and the uggrieved, Ayatollah Ruhol-
fuh Khumelni in Iran,

A terrible wind was now blowing
throughout the realm of Islam. Amer-
N icans were caught“there at a time
i when a large fight was breaking out
— a fight for the soul and historic di-
rection of that society. The middle
pround in iuch of the Moslem world
was caving under, caught between
(frightened) privilege on the one side
and (militant) wrath on the other.
Y And America was Inevitably on the
- - side of privilege,

! That is why, in a political world of

" Fouad Ajumi is professor of Middle
Eastern  studies at the Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced Interna-

‘1 tional Studies,

i ;M the Administration were to do so,
Americans would find themselves °

| S . age of military power. The sad truth ..,

America that insists on its innocence .

‘The sad

truth is

that the -
terrorism

" will continue’

was incvitable. The ‘Administration -

angels and demons, the distant super- -

power was turned into a demon., A
decdde of oil wealth and promige in
the Moslem world was ending in fail.

ure and defeat, When the inevitable"

scapegoating came, America was the
best kind of scapegoat because it had

become part of the region's land.’
scape, its feuds and calculations of -

power.

For the Palestinians' — seeking re- .

venge, stripped of their sanctuary in
Lebanon — America stood between
them and a Palestinlan state, For the
theocrats tn Iran and Shiite Lebanon,
America stood for cultural defile-
ment, and {t stopped them trom over-
running their rivals in the region. And
for the Syrlans, there America was,
cutting deals that excluded them —
with the Lebanese, the Palestinians
and the Jordanians — and sustaining

an Israell drive to remake the politics

of the fertile crescent. This amor--

phous world took America on the only
way it could — with terror,

For thelr part, Americans had to
give terror a name, had to organize it,
assign it a return address, hold some-

one responsible. ““Terror,"” they de-

clared, “thy name Is Muammar."”
Thus, last January, Americans im-
posed economic sanctions against
Libya. But. the sanctions were
doomed. Washington couldn’t carry
the Europeans along. Then it set out
to challenge Mr. Qaddafi's “Line of
Death’’ in the Gulf of Sidra. It picked
a fight with Mr. Qaddafi. Americans
presumed, or wanted to believe, that
this would give them a reprieve from
terror.- But Mr. Qaddafi knew no
other way,

One interpretation of the ‘‘terror-
ism problem’* holds that America is
at this point because it has not spon-
sored an Arab-Israeli “peace pro-

cess" and Is left trying to take on

- political problems through military
means. In reality, to talk of a pedace
process that would end this wave of |
‘terror is naive. If Americans can be

! sure of anything, they can be sure of

. - this: Nothing would inflame the pas-

" slons of the extremists In the region -
more than a major American diplo-

- matic Initlative, . .

No American diplomatic scheme
would spare America the fury of
those beiit upon eradicating lts pres-
ence In the reglon. It Is a false reading
of a large civilization to say that the

Jterror springs from the impasse be-
tween Israell. and Palestinian, It
springs from that, but only partly so.
More broadly, it springs from deeper
soclal, economic and political pres-
sures within Middle Eastern society,
from the traumas of dislocated,
newly urbanized youth, from the
sense of men and women caught in
terrible times that their world is
being torn asunder.,

And then again, the terror springs
from another source. Some of it is
hatched by merciless men for whom

“terror is a profession that pays, and
pays well. It does not advance peace
between Israeli and Palestintan to
pretend that it would solve a problem
much larger than their conflict. In-
deed, it Americans are to embark

.;upon a diplomatic Initlative, they

must have no illusions about it: Their
enemies In the region will go on a
rampage precisely to convince them
of the futility of such an endeavor.
It the belief that a peace process
would spare us terror Is flawed, so,
100, is the slmgle belief in military
muscle, Tt to convert military
“blows Into political victories, all the
more 50 in the region where those at

- the receiving end of American power

- have vast reservoirs of cultural sym-
* pathy and support to draw upon. We
think of Mr. Qaddafi as an isolated,
hated figure n his region, and he is. i

But Americans underestimate the ex._

tent to which he acts out_the anti-

Western _resentments of more ordl-
na opinlon, and the '
_way his_world cus

fons him against |
the attacks of a foreign power, 4

There Is something anticlimactic |
about military power. Once It Is de-
ployed, those who deployed it come to

learn of its limits. This Is particularly i
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- How the U.S. Became a ‘Demon’-

|

‘80 in the case of a democratic power
with qualms, a power that sets such
store by the morality of its foreign In-
terventions.

" _What d 2 The

s doca Americado next? The
0pe 1s that it will be spared yet an-
other ve ibya.. Cthe
hope rests, in large measure, on Mr.~

addafl’'s deeds must temper the
. ciaim that the Reagan Administras -

'L‘;Q——ih‘_“.__ic has_just concluded a F'success..
_tul™ operation agalnst him. Mr. Qad-
dafi may yet fall. If go, the remark.
able luck of the Administration would
tiave held, and American foreign
policy could take credit for the fall of
yet another di; . The Ad ra.
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ETMhose of us who ~
adventurism in :
gan’s foreign p.

look with a wary eye

on Libya. But it is b, -
eritics to see differcn.

uve decislve differen: H

Libyan action and, fo,

Reagan policy on Nic. %

inds. In Nicaragui !
triven by ideology an

ideologleal target: the .

Marxist-oriented Gove

hemisphere, The objec:

actlon is not an ideols); v

but an undoubted ev.

sored terrorism,
Means. In Nicaragy

Administration, eschi . !

diplomacy, covertly ¢. |

tary force that murder, '
curries out other acts

‘The military action in 1

many warnings and e:

matlic efforts. Lo

Facts. The .=

President has - " 1 l

produced no con- ‘ :

vincing evidence

to support someof : - N

his main charges f

against the Nica- M

raguan  Govern- - |

ment, notably the
churge of aggres-
sion agalnst its

Central American

neighbors. But no one ¢’y

Colonel Qaddali has spon ¢

ism, largellng American i

and has Invaded and s !

neighbors., i

Law. In the case of Ni !

Reagan Administration |, '

froni the law, petulantly

of the World Court. In

Libya it relied on a tegs |

that violence agalnst the I

of rcpealed violence is ju |

act of self-defense. !
Those ditferences wer.

Mr. Reagan’s very annoi.

the raid on Tripoli, The

i
A
I

. tlon would have succeeded where Mr.
Qaddafi’s domestic and Arab oppo-
nents had failed.

But Mr. Qaddafl has been both cul.

prit and metaphor for the wider phe- " -

. nomenon of a terror beyond compre.
hension. He exemplifies a sensibillty
that cares nothing
ments and morality. Most Americans
feel good about the raid, but they ought
to remember that the culprit is sti!l on
the loose. Even were we (o be rid of
him, there s a larger enemy out there,
an Impasse with other men, a rage
born of an encounter between strang-
ers who traffic with one another only to
make a demon of each other. ....0.

for American judg. -

his d speech way |
the tone careful and di

showed a sense of propori |
the threat he saw withoui
tion. .

How far it was from the
bole, the propagandistic (.
President’s speeches on |
Just a month ago, in his 1
peal for aid to the *“can.
Reagan used blood-curdli:
to parade horribles with i
basis in fact. His own spes
missed his claim that the ¢
deal in drugs.

There was a strong sense
in Mr. Reagan’s words ab).
another crucial  point.
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reading, writing, and spell-
ing, and the more difficult

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.

here are many more doubts

E about the wisdom of the U.S. at-

tack on Libya- here at Indlana

University than TV reports indicate

! among the public at large. A college

| i climate encourages thinking about
I

rettiae s
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Flora Lewis

The Concern‘vIs ReSulfsj

- What will
the air raid

arrAnanlial

moves will be decided “case by
case.” !

The overriding purpose of the
American President has to.be to pro-
tect the lives of American citizens,

ones such as note-taking,
outlining and summarizing.
It can also make it very
hard to learn non-language
symbol systems such as
mathematics and music.
Dyslexia is a chronic con-
dition, with no known cure.
Because its victims are
- otherwise normal, they may
. be pigeonholed as careless
. or fazy—or their intelligence

The *‘success” of the attack has to be
measured In thoea tormo nat ke aboe
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may be queslioned. Sn thev

ometimes college s

Imagine that you're- an intelligent youngster—

" perhaps extremely intelligent—who's well moti-
vated and emotionally heaithy. And then imagine -
your frustration because you're bright enough to
know you've got a special learning problem.

The problem is'dyslexia, and it alfects about
one out of every 10 Americans. Dyslexia is a-

. complex of neurological disabilities that inhibits
the ability to recognize symbols and process *
them. The condition can make It excruciatingly

. difficult to acquire basic language skills such as

need

Ea.
sindivi.
every
head:
to by,
torec.
lectun:
oral, ¢
stude.
skills,




